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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Examiner would like to note that the present Application has been 
reassigned to a new Examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 26-35 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. While some previously cited references 
have been used, they have been reapplied based on their applicability to the language 
of the new claims. Therefore, Applicant's arguments will not be addressed separately 
here. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 35 claims a "Web browser program" 
comprising a series of steps. A "Web browser program" is known to be software, 
therefore, the claim is directed to functional descriptive material per se, and is non- 
statutory. See MPEP 2106.01. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 26-35 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

7. With regard to claim 26, the limitation "a predetermined information processing 
apparatus" in lines 21-22 is unclear. It is unclear if this is the same "predetermined 
information processing apparatus" in the preamble. Additionally, the term 
"predetermined apparatus" appears in several locations (at least lines 6-7, 9,18-19, and 
31-32), and it is unclear if this is intended to be the same apparatus as the 
"predetermined information processing apparatus". The Examiner recommends utilizing 
more descriptive terms in order to clearly differentiate between the claimed devices. 
Claims 33-35 contain similar limitations and are rejected under the same rationale. 

8. With regard to claim 28, the limitation "an HTML" is unclear. It is unclear if 
Applicant intends to refer to the well known HTML standard or some other type of 
HTML. Since it appears that Applicant intends to refer to the well known HTML 
standard, the Examiner recommends removing the "an" and simply stating that the 
information "is described in HTML". 
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9. With regard to claim 35, the preamble of the claim is directed to a Web browser 
program, but the body of the claim comprises a series of steps. A software program 
cannot contain steps of a method, since it is merely a collection of code. Therefore, it is 
unclear what Applicant intends to claim. 

10. All claims not individually rejected are rejected by virtue of their dependency from 
the above claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 26-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shachar et al. (US 5,764,736) in view of Capps et al. (US 6,512,525) in further view of 
Official Notice. 

13. With regard to claim 26, Shachar discloses an information processing apparatus 
configured to process information described in a language usable for describing link 
destinations, said apparatus comprising: 
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a) a receiver configured to receive said information transmitted by an information 
providing apparatus (at least Col 13, Lines 10-12), said information including: 

1) a telephone number assigned to a line connected to a predetermined 
apparatus (at least Col 9, Lines 47-52); and 

2) a designation of a communication method defining communication 
with the predetermined apparatus (at least Col 1 1, Lines 15-29); 

wherein the telephone number and the communication method designation are 
embedded in text using tags (service tag) in the language usable for describing link 
destinations (at least Col 11, Lines 15-19); 

b) a display configured to display said information received by said receiver (a 
least Col 13, Lines 38-40 and Col 7, Lines 44-48); 

c) a pointing device configured to specify a predetermined position in said 
information displayed on said display (at least Col 13, Lines 41-44 and Col 7, Lines 52- 
55); 

e) a communication controller configured to establish a communication link with 
the predetermined apparatus based on the telephone number, if said predetermined 
position specified by said pointing device is associated with said telephone number (at 
least Col 13, Line 61 to Col 14, Line 20); 

wherein said information is communicated by a predetermined information 
processing apparatus that includes first and second communication modes, the first 
communication mode connecting to a server apparatus through the Internet (at least Col 
10, Lines 35-49), the first communication mode being used to obtain the text using tags . 
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having the embedded telephone number and the communication method designation 
(at least Col 13, Lines 10-12), and the second communication mode connecting to a 
telephone apparatus only through a secured public telephone network, by-passing the 
Internet (pure voice calls only travel through PSTN)(at least Col 13, Line 61 to Col 14, 
Line 20), by using the telephone number obtained in the first communication mode and 
using a same telephone line (at least Col 8, Lines 44-47); and 

Shachar fails to specifically disclose a link display portion configured to display a 
visible linked object if said predetermined position specified by said pointing device is 
associated with said telephone number (i.e. the cursor is changed into a finger 
indicating that the user may press a button) (Remarks, Page 10) or a confirmation 
window configured to display said telephone number to confirm that a previously 
selected communication link with said predetermined apparatus shall be established. 

Capps discloses a confirmation window configured to display said telephone 
number to confirm that a previously selected communication link with said 
predetermined apparatus shall be established (at least Col 17, Lines 4-26). This would 
have been an advantageous addition to the system disclosed by Shachar since it would 
have notified the user that a connection was going to be initiated to the telephone 
number, giving them the opportunity to stop the connection if it was unintentional. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice that displaying a different cursor when a 
mouse is hovering over a link is old and well known in the art. Shachar even discloses 
using a browser that permits selection of hyper-links (at least Col 9, Lines 4-16), which 
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are known to change the cursor when a user passes over a link to inform the user that 
they may select the link. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to change the cursor when the user is hovered over a link 
and to display a confirmation window prior to connecting to the telephone number in 
order to inform the user when a link may be selected and to give the user the 
opportunity to verify that the connection was intended and give permission for its 
initiation. 

14. With regard to claim 27, Shachar further discloses an estimated communication 
charge for a telephone call to communicate with said predetermined apparatus; 

wherein said estimated communication charge is computed by said 
communication controller based on said utilized telephone number (at least Col 13, 
Lines 27-32). Displaying this in the confirmation window along with the number would 
have been obvious since it would have assisted the user in determination whether to 
allow the connection to start. 

15. With regard to claim 28, Shachar further discloses that said information is 
described in an HTML (at least Col 7, Line 66 to Col 8, Line 5); 

wherein said telephone number is described along with a telephone-number tag 
showing that what is described by said telephone number is a telephone line (at least 
Col 9, Lines 47-52); and 
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further comprising a recognition device that judges whether or not said telephone 
number is associated with said predetermined position based on said telephone number 
tag (tags are associated with buttons on the screen that are selected by the mouse)(at 
least Col 7, Lines 38-65 and Col 9, Lines 23-33). 

16. With regard to claim 29, Shachar further discloses a telephone number selector 
configured to select one from a plurality of phone numbers in a case plural telephone 
numbers are associated with said predetermined position (at least Col 9, Lines 47-52). 

17. With regard to claim 30, Capps further discloses a number adder configured to 
add a number required for international communication to a telephone number in a case 
a selected telephone number by said telephone number selector is a telephone number 
of a foreign country (dialing prefix is automatically adjusted based on worksite) (at least 
Col 17, Lines 30-37). 

18. With regard to claim 31 , Shachar further discloses that, in a case an attempt 
made by said communication controller to establish a communication link connecting 
said information processing apparatus to said predetermined apparatus after cutting off 
a line connecting said information processing apparatus to said predetermined network 
ends in a failure, either an attempt to establish a communication link connecting said 
information processing apparatus to said predetermined apparatus is again made or 
said communication link connecting said information processing apparatus to said 
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predetermined network is re-established (data session is resumed)(at least Col 14, 
Lines 2-8). 



19. With regard to claim 32, Shachar further discloses that, in a case said attempt 
made by said communication controller to establish a communication link connecting 
said information processing apparatus to said predetermined apparatus ends in a 
failure, said information apparatus is capable of selecting either processing to again 
make an attempt to establish a communication link connecting said information 
processing apparatus to said predetermined apparatus or processing to re-establish 
said communication link connecting said information processing apparatus to said 
predetermined network (device selects to resume data session) (at least Col 14, Lines 
2-8). 

20. Claims 33-35 are rejected under the same rationale as claims 26-32, since they 
recite substantially identical subject matter. Any differences between the claims do not 
result in patentably distinct claims and all of the limitations are taught by the above cited 
art. 



Conclusion 

21 . In light of the lengthy prosecution history of the present application, the Examiner 
would like to note that the limitations argued in the present application are not of 
sufficient weight or novelty to overcome the prior art of record. Limitations directed to 
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the interface, such as confirmations, cursor changes and retrying failed attempts are 
unlikely to place the application in condition for allowance. Applicant is encouraged to 
incorporate subject matter directed toward the actual novelty of Applicant's invention 
rather than well-known supplemental features. 

The Examiner would also like to express willingness to conduct an interview to 
discuss the present application. If Applicant feels that such an interview would expedite 
prosecution of the present application, Applicant in encouraged to contact the examiner 
to schedule an interview. 

22. Applicants amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron Strange whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3959. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AS 

12/11/2006 




